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his career he worked in close association with Friedrich Engels,
and although the first volume of Das Kapital was published in
1867, the second and third volumes were published by Engels
after Marx's death in 1883.

To the great majority of people Das Kapital is a fearsome
tome. The extreme technicality of the terms and the multi-
plicity of abstract notions make it as difficult for the average
person to read and comprehend as any work upon philosophy
or higher physics. It was just the sort of book to appeal to
the enthusiastic intelligentsia of the European working-class
movements. Somewhat lacking in the critical faculty, and
with very little desire to criticize, they hailed its author as the
founder of scientific socialism. His immense superiority over
other socialists was patent to all, including, incidentally, himself.
Instead of a mere cry that property was robbery, he presented
the world with a complete new system of economics. The great-
ness of his learning stood out on every page. Not only could he
quote Aristotle and Adam Smith, but he seemed to have read
every minor work on economics as well, and could call in the
aid of blue books and reports of factory inspectors to support
his arguments.

And yet, in spite of tremendous intellectual ability and great
depth of study, Marx had very little more of the true scientific
spirit than his followers. He compares most unfavourably with
the classical writers. They undoubtedly were sometimes in-
clined, consciously or unconsciously, to defend the existing
order of society, but no one will deny that in the main they
were seekers after truth. Ricardo, who was primarily respon-
sible for the labour theory of value which Marx seized upon
and shaped into the foundation stone of his whole system,
conducted a voluminous correspondence with J. B. Say,
Malthus, and McCulloch in an endeavour to arrive at a satis-
factory theory, and within three years of his death wrote: 'I am
not satisfied with the explanation which I have given of the
principles which regulate value. I wish a more able pen would
undertake it.9 Later he told McCulloch that in explaining value
both of them had failed. Marx, on the other hand, never